Epidermoid tumors of the temporal lobe as epileptogenic foci.
Intracerebral epidermoid tumors of the temporal lobe are exceedingly rare. The vast majority of these slow-growing tumors remain clinically silent while only a select few are associated with overt symptomatology. We report two patients with epidermoid tumors whose unique location in the temporal lobe resulted in secondarily generalized seizures. Our first patient, a 19-year-old female, presented with a secondarily generalized tonic-clonic seizure and MRI revealed a superior temporal lobe lesion that was subsequently treated with an awake craniotomy and gross total resection. Our second patient was a 71-year-old male with a recent seizure history and known left temporal lobe lesion. The patient underwent craniotomy for gross total resection of the mass. In these two patients, we found that MRI proved diagnostic and surgical resection was curative. Our clinical experience and review of the literature indicate that gross total resection of these lesions confers control of localization-related epilepsy.